THE GROUNDSWELL CHURCH

A Church of Alliance Canada

Invitation to Church Membership

‘Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it". 1 Corinthians 12:27

We cannot be the church if we do not go to church. The Bible never speaks about the Christian life as
being lived in isolation; lone ranger Christians are not what we see in the early church.

Becoming an Active member of a local church brings with it both blessings and responsibilities. Being
part of a local church allows you to worship and work beside other Christians who are growing,
learning and deepening their walk with Jesus; enjoying and exchanging the love and support of a
vibrant community of believers energizes us to go deeper in our personal walk and reach farther to
include others.

Committing yourself to do life with other Christians who have committed their lives to working
together for the Kingdom, is a great way to discover more about what God has for your life in Christ
Jesus. It is through the church that we experience the power of the Holy Spirit, enriching our own lives
and guiding us to fulfill the Great Commission; reaching out to others with the Good News of what
Jesus has done for them.

To help you consider placing your membership with the Groundswell church, please look over this
information packet, and note any questions you might have. There will be ample opportunity to ask
questions during a Unity Sunday or by speaking to the Pastor or one of the Advisory Committee
members.

'Sheep are in a flock, and branches on a vine.
Biblically, if we are Christians we must be members of a church.’
Mark Dever - Author of Nine Marks of a Healthy Church



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012%3A27&version=NIV

Included in this membership package:

The Alliance Canada Denominational “DNA”
The Alliance Canada Statement of Faith
Five Biblical Principles

Membership at the Groundswell Church
Membership Expectations

Member Covenant

Groundswell Membership Application

‘His relationships with us are personal and intimate, but not private. When we become Christians, we
are placed in his family where we are among brothers and sisters in faith. No Christian is an only child.’




The Alliance Canada Denominational “DNA”

Throughout its 100-plus year history, the Alliance has made
Jesus the centre of its focus. Founder, Dr. A. B. Simpson,
articulated the Christian life as being all about Jesus—our
Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King. This fourfold
focus on Jesus Christ is the spiritual “DNA” of The Alliance.

As a church family, we want to encounter Jesus, the risen
Christ, personally and corporately, in the fullness of his work
within us. The following is a brief explanation of the key ways
we have come to know Jesus through the work of the Holy
Spirit to the glory of God the Father:

Our Saviour

The cross stands for salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.

"...God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life." ~ John 3:16

Our Sanctifier
The laver (wash basin) is representative of sanctification, that daily cleansing from sin by
the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

"May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful and he will do it." ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24

Our Healer

The pitcher speaks of oil for divine life and physical healing that come through obedience
to God's Word.

"Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted...and by his wounds, we are healed." ~ |saiah 53:4, 5b

Our Coming King

The crown symbolizes the return of our Lord Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of
lords.

"This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen him go into heaven." ~ Acts 1:11b
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The Alliance Canada Statement of Faith
1 - God
There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. [sa. 44:6; 45:5-6, Matt. 5:48; Deut. 32:4, Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19

2 - Jesus

Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a substitutionary sacrifice, and
all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood. He arose from the dead
according to the Scriptures. He is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high as our great

High Priest. He will come again to establish His kingdom of righteousness and peace.
Phil. 2:6-11; Heb. 2:14-18; Col. 2:9, Matt.1:18; Luke 1:35, 1 Cor. 15:3-5; 1 John 2:2; Acts 13:39, Heb. 4:14-15; 9:24-28
Matt. 25:31-34; Acts 1:11

3 - Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, sent to indwell, guide, teach and empower the believer, and

to convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. John 14:16-17, John 16:7-11; 1 Cor.
2:10-12

4 - Bible

The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God and
are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of people. They constitute the divine and
only rule of Christian faith and practice. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21

5-Sin

Humankind, originally created in the image and likeness of God, fell through disobedience,
incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All people are born with a sinful nature, are
separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through the atoning work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The destiny of the impenitent and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious

torment, but that of the believer is everlasting joy and bliss. Gen.7:27, Rom. 8:8; 1 John 2:2, Matt.
25:41-46; 2 Thes. 1:7-10

6 - Freedom from Sin
Salvation has been provided only through Jesus Christ. Those who repent and believe in Him
are united with Christ through the Holy Spirit and are thereby regenerated (born again),

justified, sanctified and granted the gift of eternal life as adopted children of God.Titus 3:5-7; Acts
2:38; John 1:12; 1 Cor. 6:11

7 - Christian Living

It is the will of God that in union with Christ each believer should be sanctified thoroughly
thereby being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to God, receiving power for
holy living and sacrificial and effective service toward the completion of Christ's commission.
This is accomplished through being filled with the Holy Spirit which is both a distinct event and
progressive experience in the life of the believer. 1 Thes. 5:23 Acts 1:8 Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:16-25

8 - Healing

Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the mortal
body. Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil as taught in the Scriptures are privileges for the
Church in this present age. Matt. 8:16-17; James 5:13-16
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9 - Church

The universal Church, of which Christ is the Head, consists of all those who believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His blood, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and
commissioned by Christ to go into all the world as a witness, preaching the Gospel to all
nations. The local church, the visible expression of the universal Church, is a body of believers
in Christ who are joined together to worship God, to observe the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper, to pray, to be edified through the Word of God, to fellowship, and to testify in
word and deed to the good news of salvation both locally and globally. The local church enters
into relationships with other like-minded churches for accountability, encouragement and
Mission.Eph. 3:6-12; 1:22-23, Acts 2:41-47; Heb. 10:25; Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8, 11:19-30; 15

10 - Life after death
There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the former, a resurrection
unto life; for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment. 7 Cor. 15:20-23, 2 Thes. 1:7-10

11 - Second Coming of Christ
The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal and visible. As
the believer's blessed hope, this vital truth is an incentive for holy living and sacrificial service

toward the completion of Christ's commission. 1 Thes. 4:13-17, 1 Cor. 1:7; Titus 2:11-14; Matt. 24:14;
28:18-20

'And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers'.
Acts 2:42
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The culture of the Groundswell church is expressed through
Five Biblical Principles

At Groundswell, we are a ‘Pray First’ Church. Our rally cry is simply Pray First; in every situation, small
or weighty, we try to seek God’s wisdom before we act. This fundamental focus on prayer has led the
members of Groundswell to ground our hopes, dreams and activities through Five Bible Principles
that govern everything we set out to do. We choose to be:

Called Of God

Every single human being is being called by God to have an intimate relationship with the loving
Creator through Jesus. As a church we feel called to the Burlington community to demonstrate God's
love through genuine relationships with each other, and to everyone we encounter in life. When we
discover our identity as part of God's family, our gifts and passions can be given an opportunity to
flourish.

Fixed On Jesus

God's direction must bring people closer to Jesus. There is one person in history who has changed
everything for everyone. He was prophesied to come and when he did, he showed a way of life that
involved sacrificing oneself to rid the world of the ugliness of sin and death. When we look toward
Jesus, our spiritual blindness begins to heal, and we learn to see ourselves and those around us with
a supernatural love. Everything changes when we look at Jesus. A new perspective rises within us, an
eternal perspective. (Heb. 12:2)

Empowered By The Spirit

God's direction comes by the Holy Spirit within. THE SPIRIT IS MOVING!!! Each follower of Jesus has
a unique relationship with the Holy Spirit in their life. The spirit gives us spiritual gifts and guides us
as we try to apply the Truth of Scripture in real-time in our lives. Together we learn how the Spirit
informs our decisions and our actions, that we become a people who reflect the goodness of Jesus in
how we live our lives showing the Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Grounded In Scripture

God’s direction is always aligned with the Truth He gave in the Bible. As His children, He was loving
enough to give us a guidebook, or manual, that helps us know all we need to know for living a life as a
disciple of Jesus. He knew the questions we have and the difficulties we would face, and gave us a
source of Truth that is a treasure to those who seek its Wisdom. The Word of God is a powerful sword
that cuts through the lies, and when we organize our lives in line with the Bible, we start to align
ourselves with God. In reading, memorizing, and living out the truth of Scripture, we allow God to
continue the work of recreating our minds, transforming our lives in the process.

Formed Through Community

God’s direction can only be discovered and implemented as Christ-followers journey together. We
want to be able to feel love whenever we gather together. The followers of Jesus are called to Love
One Another as a unique social experiment in authentic community. Every one of us needs to have
other people in our lives in order to be fully human. Part of being a new Burlington church is opening
ourselves up to journeying together in faith, hope, peace, and love.
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Membership at the Groundswell Church

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.” Romans 12:4-5

Being a member of a local church is essential because it:

e provides a spiritual family where every member can utilize their unique gifts;

e provides the opportunity for involvement in the leadership/ministries of the church;
e provides protection for the community of faith.

e confirms your commitment to actively engage in the life of the local body; and

e assures a local church’s leadership that you are committed to the mission, vision, and values of
the church and that you are willing to serve and support the local work.

So that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 3:10



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A4-5&version=NIV

Membership Expectations

The Alliance Constitution (set by the denomination) and the Groundswell Church By-laws and Policies
(further clarified by the Groundswell leadership) outline how Groundswell operates as a church and
are available upon request or can be found at Governing Documents « The Groundswell Church

The requirements for membership are that you:

e are 18 years of age or older;

e profess faith in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord. (Romans 10:9-10)

e have been water baptized by immersion (Matthew 28:19-20); note in the Constitution, Article
#6 There is a provision for a case by case consideration for those who were baptized as
infants.

e adhere to the Alliance Statement of Faith; and that you understand, accept and embrace the
principles outlined in the Membership Covenant.

How Membership at the Groundswell Church Is organized:

We believe that Jesus continually calls us closer to him as we progress in our Christian walk.
Everyone is welcome to fellowship, worship and participate with the body of Christ that gathers at the
Groundswell church in Burlington.

Membership at Groundswell Church is understood from a Biblical perspective.

Positional Membership:

Refers to those individuals who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and have been
water baptized and become members of His body by virtue of their union with Him through the Holy

Spirit. This is a gift of God’s grace and not based upon any merit of our own.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 2:13-22; 4:3-6;, Colossians 1:13-22

Participating Members:

Refers to those Christ-followers who have clearly identified themselves with a community of believers
(i.e. the local church) and are growing by participating in the life, fellowship, community, ministry and
mission of that faith community to which they believe God has called them into fellowship.

Voting Members:

e Voting Members: those who have chosen to apply and have been accepted as full members at
the Groundswell church, based on profession on their of faith in Christ, water baptism, and
their agreement with the Alliance Statement of faith, the Groundswell values and vision and
signing the Membership Covenant.

e must be at least eighteen (18) years of age,
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e will have completed an Advisory Committee approved Membership Course (that will inform
them about what it means to be a member of the Groundswell church) and have been
interviewed and approved by at least 2 members in good standing and,

e will have attended church services on a regular basis for one (1) year - or less than one year, if
they wish to transfer their membership in good standing from another Alliance church.

Non-Voting Members:

e Non-voting Members are those attendees that have chosen not to apply for membership, or
have not yet met membership criteria, or those who have removed themselves (or been
removed) from active church engagement and/or attendance.

The Role of Membership in Leadership

Voting membership is not a requirement for participating in ministry at Groundswell.

But Voting membership is required for those who would like to serve in places of leadership within the
church.

Three Levels of Ministry Involvement at Groundswell:

1. General Ministry Participation: Positions that do not involve a specific leadership or oversight
function within a ministry.

2. Secondary Leadership responsibility: Positions that involve direct leadership/oversight of a

ministry and/or primary teaching responsibilities, but who report to a primary leader.

3. Primary Leadership responsibility: Leadership Positions that are either paid, elected, or report
directly to the board of elders.

Voting Membership Not Required: General Ministry Positions

* Welcome & Hospitality

* Children and youth volunteers

« Committee members

* Ministry team members and participants

Voting Membership Required: Secondary Ministry Leadership
* Children’s Ministry Team Leaders

* Youth Ministry Team Leaders

+ Adult Ministry Team Leaders

* Worship Team Leaders

* Small Group Leaders

Voting Membership Required: Primary Ministry Leadership

e Elder’'s Board: Those elected to terms by the membership to give oversight and decision
making on behalf of the church

e Pastors: Those charged to lead the church in key roles of ministry.



Member Covenant

Having received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and having been baptized, and agreeing with
Groundswell’s vision, mission, statement of faith, and organizational structure, | now feel led by the
Holy Spirit to unite with Groundswell’'s church family. In doing so, | commit myself to God and to the
other members to participate in the following:
1. To Protect the Unity Of My Church

...By acting in love toward other members

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of one
another’s character.” Rom. 14:19 (JB Phillips)

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers; love one another earnestly with all your
hearts.” 1 Peter 1:22 (TEV)

...By refusing to gossip

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs...” Eph. 4:29

...By partnering with Groundswell’s leadership
“Obey your spiritual leaders and be willing to do what they say. For their work is to watch
over your souls, and God will judge them on how well they do this. Give them reason to
report joyfully about you to the Lord and not with sorrow, for then you will suffer for it too.”
Heb. 13:17

2. To Share In The Responsibility Of My Church

...By praying for its growth
“To the church ... we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.” 1 Thess. 1:2

...By building relationships with the unchurched so that | may share my personal story with

them and invite them to attend intentional events, so that we together may reach them for

Christ

“The Master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes, and urge the
people there to come so my house will be full.” Luke 14:23 (NCV)

...By warmly welcoming those who visit

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you;
then God will be glorified.” Rom. 15:7 (TLB)
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3. To Serve The Ministry Of My Church by:
... discovering my gifts and talents
“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you..." 1 Peter 4:10(Ph)
...taking personal responsibility for becoming equipped to serve

“God gave..some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”" Eph. 4:11-12

...developing a servant’s heart
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your
attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a servant...”
Phil. 2:4-7
4. To Support The Testimony Of My Church by:
...attending faithfully

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”
Heb. 10:25

... being fully committed to the vision of Groundswell church and supporting its Vision.
“They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other.
They also broke bread (ate together and celebrated the Lord’s Supper) and prayed
together.” Acts 2:42

... living a godly life

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of
Christ.” Phil. 1:27 (Ph)

... Participating in the financial support of the church

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7-8

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:13
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Groundswell Membership Application
Membership Commitment

Dear Pastor and Church leadership:

Please accept this as my personal application for Active Membership with the Groundswell Church.

Firstly, | commit myself to agree with and abide by the teachings and moral standards of Biblical
Christianity as outlined in the C. & M.A. Statement of Faith.

| also agree to abide by the provisions of the Groundswell Constitution and By-laws.

If for any reason | can no longer do so, | will relinquish my membership. | understand that this
membership is subject to the prayerful decision of the Lead Pastor and the Advisory Committee.

Personal Information

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

POST CODE:

HOME PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

DATE OF BIRTH
(OPTIONAL):

MARITAL STATUS:

SIGNATURE:

DATE:
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